• & 

w* 



PATENT It* ^* Attorney Docket No.: 96-059-1 



AMENDMENT 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please CANCEL Claims 15 ^^ritfTs'without prejudice or disclaimer. 



Please AMEND Claims 16, 19, 23and 25 as follows: 



1*6*^ (AMENDED) An apparatus, comprising: 

. processing unit, said processing unit including a cryptographic processor; 
a communications unit, in communication with said processing unit, operable to 
transmit and r^eive information regarding a second account identifier for use in place of a first 
account identifier^&nd 

a memory device connected to said processing unit, said memory device containing 
a private cryptographic key, 
a first data eleme* 
a second data elemeritsand 

a program, adapted to.be executed by said processing unit, to 
receive the second accent identifier, 

extract from the second acbQunt identifier a third data element and a 
fourth data element, 

decrypt the third data element usin^he private cryptographic key and 
the fourth element, 

compare the decrypted third data element \^h the first data element in a 
first comparison, 

compare the fourth data key element with the secor^data element in a 
second comparison, and 

verify the second financial account identifier in accordancdsjyith the first 
comparison and the second comparison. 
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15L (AMENDED) A method, comprising the steps of: 

k N^providing a memory device containing a private cryptographic key, a first data element 
and a secohd data element; 

receivin^a second account identifier for use in place of a first account identifier; 
extracting frohvAe second account identifier a third data element and a fourth data 
element; 

decrypting the third data^ement using the private cryptographic key and the fourth data 
element; 

comparing the decrypted third data foment with the first data element in a first 
comparison; 

comparing the fourth data element with the secb^d data element in a second 
comparison; and x. 

verifying the second financial account identifier in accordah<^ with the first comparison 
and the second comparison. 



23. (AMENDED) An apparatus, comprising: 
a processing unit; 

a communications unit, in communication with said processing unit, operable to 
transmit and receive information regarding a second account identifier for use in place of a first 
account identifier; and 

a memory device connected to said processing unit, said memory device containing 
data representing a plurality of predetermined account identifiers, 
data representing a status for each of said plurality of predetermined account 
identifiers, and 

a program, adapted to be executed by said processing unit, to 



receive said second account identifier, 



compare said second account identifier with at least one of said plurality 
of predetermined account identifiers to identify one predetermined account 
identifier matching said second account identifier, and 
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verify said second account identifier in accordance with said comparing 
step and the data representing the status of said one predetermined account 
identifier. 



25. (AMENDED) A method, comprising the steps of: 
providing a memory device containing 

data representing a plurality of predetermined account identifiers and 
data representing a status for each of said plurality of predetermined account 

identifiers; 

receiving a second account identifier for use in place of a first account identifier; 
comparing said second account identifier with said plurality of predetermined account 
MX identifiers to identify one predetermined account identifier matching said second account 
identifier; and 

verifying said second account identifier in accordance with said comparing step and the 
data representing the status of said one predetermined account identifier. 
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Please ADD claims 2(Lafi3 27 as follows: 



^J^^" 26^(NEW) A method, comprising the steps of: 

^ recei>ui^a plurality of second account identifiers, each second account identifier being 

different from remaiiimgsecond account identifiers; and 

verifying that each orEhe^jlurality of second account identifiers indicates a first account 
identifier, ^^^^ 

wherein each of the plurality of second ac&iHtQt identifiers comprises a second identifier 
for use in place of a first account iHentifis iv 

27. (NEW) The method of claim 26, in which the first account identifier and each second 
account identifier respectively comprise sixteen digits. ~ 
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